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reducing teen driving injuries
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I promise to drive safely

{ promise not to drink and drive

[ |
| Promise
P RO GCR A M

I promise to use niy safety belt

I promise to drive defensively

In February AR Cary Phrenleld, te
parent of a soon o he 16 yearsold was
commuting rolarent from Hamilton at
530 am. While folliwving u lranspon
truck he was overtaken hya young driver
weaving speedily through raffic. Nolw-
ing the 1800 number on the hack of the
truck for reporting poor driving. b
theught that he wenld very mueh dike Lo
be able o notify the parents of the speed-
ing voung driver of their teen’s danger-
wus driving, Conceried ahour the safen,
al his son, Direnfeld began searching and
reviewing statistics with respect o leen
diivers and reviewing injury preveniom
Programs targeted @ reen drivers. In June
2000 the first model of the 7 Promie M-
pram was complered,

The [ Prontise Program provides a
mubual agreement herween parenls and
teens to drive sately and responsibly, The
corttract dlso provices an opponunily Foir
the parent and child w wriee in rewerds
loar safe driving, snd consequences for
poor driving,

“From the parenl's perspective, rhey
liave o provide o vehicle in good me-
chanical repain because often the vourh
pdiving on bald tives with no brakes”
Gury Drenfeld said, Tt is also importan
L3 kg inmined that even when the teen
attenicds driver's education, the parent re-
ming the most importan acror in reach-
ing and modelling driving behaviotr

“Fronn the teen’s perspective, they dis-

Automohile crashes are the leading cause of death and permanent

injury in teens.

- 410 Canadian teens last their lives

25,321 were injurad

—~Canada 1999

Teens are 3 to 4 timas more likely 1o be involved in an
autamaohbile crash than any other age group

A g teen stats driving, parents and
leserin bicgin scrutinizing each othet’s driv-
g behaviour, Parents are watching the
Lt s every move with concern for their
salety. knowing that car crashes are the
leselimg cause of permanent disability and
dleath fon teens, Meanwhile, teens begin
[aving dltention to the parents’ driving
behaviour looking for discrepancies be-
mween what their parents say and echat
thewr prarenes do,

ess wiith the parent such things as dis-
teactioms—eel]l phone use, valume af
el aned nurmleer of passengers. All the
things that correlate to crash statistics,”
rirenfeld continued.

Ther vontract between parent and child
remraing within the family and is sealed
with 4 puihlic conmitment to sate driy
ing — o rear-window decal that displays
a Heww s my drving?™ message with o

“HIH) muambser te call The rear window

decal is central to the commitmenr and
vontract of safe driving between parent
anel teen, It signals 1o the ween thar the
prarent accepts the responsibility as a role
model wrd it signals to the parent the
Leer's 1aturity in accepting the respon-
sibatlily of sale diiving. The redr-window
clecal serves as an on-going reminder 1o
Both pactivs of their mumal obligations
arel responsibilites to each ather and
the connmunily as they are driving,

o good or bad, members of the com-
miunily curl male reports on driver be-
baavionr” said Direnteld. "The report is
ke Dy call centre and forsarded only
Loy the parent of the driver,”

For more indormation, call T Promise
At EMIS-2E-4847,
ar visit their website at

e-mail garvl2i@
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A good driver is someana
who:

= understands the risks of
driving and takes steps o
avoid tham :

« thinks that driving is a serious
fask

= looks out for others

+ understands and complies
with the rules of the road

= Lzes the skills of safe arhﬂr_ig'

+ respects the power of vehitlas

* always drives as safely and
responsibly as possible

—_ Plapeinfi Trom Tiniryg b A Manus for New
Dinivars dnd Co-Pilots ICBC (998 :
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